
‭April 8,  2025‬

‭House Natural Resources Committee‬
‭Public Hearing Wednesday, April 9, 2025 at 8:00am‬
‭Room: E2.036‬
‭Cc: Robert.Moncada@house.texas.gov‬

‭HB 2068 (Paul) -‬‭Relating to the governance and territory of the Harris County Flood‬
‭Control District‬

‭Dear Chair and House Natural Resources Committee Members,‬

‭Bayou City Waterkeeper submits these comments in opposition to HB 2068 due to its‬
‭potential negative impacts on flood control in our community. As an organization advocating‬
‭for water issues in the lower Galveston Bay watershed—a 10-county region downstream‬
‭from Lake Livingston and Lake Houston to  Galveston Bay—our work underscores the need‬
‭to address the complex challenges of flooding across our vast region. While we recognize‬
‭the value of regional collaboration for flood control, we are concerned that this bill poses‬
‭serious threats to local control, introduces the risk of politicization in flood control‬
‭decisions, and lacks clear safeguards for the effective and equitable use of Harris County‬
‭taxpayer dollars.‬

‭Our key concerns include:‬

‭●‬ ‭Erosion of Local Control:‬‭HB 2068 proposes a fundamental shift in the governance‬
‭of the HCFCD, transferring governance from locally elected Harris County‬
‭Commissioners to governor appointments. This diminishes local oversight and the‬
‭ability of our elected representatives to directly influence flood control strategies‬
‭tailored to the community's unique needs, increasing the risk of politicized‬
‭decision-making.‬

‭●‬ ‭Potential for Politicization:‬‭Centralizing appointment power at the state level risks‬
‭prioritizing political considerations over technical expertise and the best interests of‬
‭local residents in critical flood control decisions.‬

‭●‬ ‭Concerns about HCFCD Effectiveness:‬‭Altering the established governance‬
‭structure of the HCFCD, an entity that was created by the state legislature‬
‭specifically to serve Harris County, would hinder its ability to respond quickly and‬
‭effectively to local flooding situations and potentially disrupt ongoing projects and‬
‭established relationships.‬



‭●‬ ‭Lack of Clarity on Tax Revenue:‬‭The bill's language regarding the use of tax revenue‬
‭is unclear and creates significant concern to Harris County taxpayers. As the largest‬
‭contributor to the HCFCD, Harris County taxpayers need clear assurances that their‬
‭funds will be primarily directed towards projects demonstrably benefiting Harris‬
‭County. The potential for subsidizing projects in adjacent counties without explicit‬
‭safeguards for Harris County taxpayers is a serious flaw.‬

‭We believe HB 2068 would undermine the existing, successful regional approach to flood‬
‭control within our watershed‬‭. The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) flood planning‬
‭regions, particularly San Jacinto Region 6, already provide a robust framework for regional‬
‭collaboration, technical expertise, and coordinated efforts to secure state and federal‬
‭funding. This established structure avoids the need for a potentially redundant and‬
‭conflicting bureaucracy, as HB2068 proposes. The TWDB also offers crucial technical‬
‭assistance for grant applications, making the restructuring of the HCFCD for these‬
‭purposes unnecessary.‬

‭Better regional flood coordination and improved state and federal grant access for areas‬
‭outside Harris County can be effectively achieved by strengthening and fully leveraging‬
‭the existing TWDB resources, and implementing the State and Regional Flood Plans.‬‭This‬
‭approach is more logical and less disruptive than fundamentally altering the governance of‬
‭a successful local entity.‬

‭We urge the committee to consider these points and question the necessity of HB 2068.‬
‭Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact Guadalupe Fernandez at‬
‭guadalupe@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org  or Usman Mahmood at‬
‭usman@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org with any questions or concerns.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Guadalupe Fernandez‬
‭Policy & Partnerships Manager‬

‭Usman Mahmood‬
‭Policy Analyst‬

‭Bayou City Waterkeeper‬
‭4900 Travis St. #209‬
‭Houston, TX 77002‬
‭(713) 364-6323‬
‭www.bayoucitywaterkeeper.org‬

http://www.bayoucitywaterkeeper.org/

