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WATERKEEPER® 2025 Federal Policy Priorities

Our Vision for Water Security in Texas

Water infrastructure in Texas is approaching a critical juncture. The Lower Galveston Bay
watershed faces urgent challenges like contaminated waterways, aging water systems, and
increased flooding risks that threaten both public health and economic stability. Congress has
a vital opportunity to act by increasing investment in critical infrastructure, preserving
wetlands that protect against storms and flooding, and advancing effective water policies.

Bayou City Waterkeeper believes that every resident deserves access to clean, reliable water
infrastructure. State Revolving Funds (SRFs) serve as the cornerstone of federal water
infrastructure investment in Texas communities. These vital financing mechanisms provide
low-interest loans and grants that make critical projects possible, particularly in underserved
areas. Protecting and strengthening these programs must be a top priority to ensure access to
water infrastructure funding.

Priority 1: Water Infrastructure Funding

e Protect and maintain base SRF funding at current levels and ensure continued distribution

Policy recommendations:

of Bipartisan Infrastructure Law SRF funding to states and communities.

e Secure budget legislation that preserves EPA's water technical assistance programs
providing support to underserved communities in the South.

e Ensure EPA maintains sufficient staffing at Headquarters and Regional Offices to
effectively oversee SRF implementation.

e Establish requirements for annual reporting on project withdrawals, bypassed projects,

and funding distribution patterns to identify barriers preventing potential funding access.
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Priority 2: Water Quality Protection

Policy recommendations:
e Strengthen EPA's regulatory framework through enhanced public participation
requirements, cumulative impact assessments, and robust antidegradation reviews.
e Support increased funding for Clean Water Act enforcement activities.
e Enhance requirements for municipal stormwater management with measurable
outcomes, green infrastructure incentives, and improved monitoring systems.

Priority 3: Protecting Wetlands & Coastal Ecosystems

Policy recommendations:

e Develop comprehensive federal wetlands protection legislation to address regulation gaps
created by the Sackett v. EPA decision.

e Strengthen U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ accountability in coastal protection projects,
including improved community engagement and environmental impact assessment
processes.

e Prioritize nature-based solutions in flood mitigation and coastal resilience planning over
large-scale engineered barriers.

e Establish permanent funding mechanisms for wetland preservation and restoration.

About Bayou City Waterkeeper

Using science and legal advocacy, Bayou City Waterkeeper (BCWK) works with communities
affected by water pollution and flooding to restore our natural systems and advance policy
change. Our priorities reflect our core values of interconnectivity, fluidity, bold action, justice and
equity, and regeneration.

BCWK is a core member of the Water Equity & Climate Resilience (WECR) Caucus. The WECR
Caucus is a national network of over 80 organizations centering frontline communities of color
and low-income communities in working to achieve water equity and climate justice through
federal and state policy advocacy. The Caucus strategizes, builds power, and pushes for policy
change, centering the voices and solutions of communities most affected by water challenges
and the changing climate.

For questions and comments, contact:
Guadalupe Fernandez, Policy & Partnerships Manager: guadalupe@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org
Usman Mahmood, Policy Analyst: usman@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org ~—" BAYOU CITY
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