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April 1, 2025

House Natural Resources Committee

Public Hearing Wednesday, April 2, 2025 at 8:00am
Room: E2.036

Cc: Robert.Moncada@house.texas.gov

HB 16 (Harris) - RE: Relating to the oversight and financing of certain water infrastructure
matters under the jurisdiction of the Texas Water Development Board

Dear Chair and House Natural Resources Committee Members,

Bayou City Waterkeeper submits these comments in support of HB 16. We appreciate the
committee's attention to Texas's critical water infrastructure needs and the approach
reflected in this legislation.

We are particularly encouraged by the inclusion of potable water reuse projects in Section
1.1 of the bill, which amends Section 15.153(b) of the Water Code to expand the inclusion of
potable reuse projects eligible for funding through the “New Water Supply for Texas Fund”
(NWSTF). This addition aligns with our organization's goal for recognizing water reuse as an
essential water supply strategy. Water reuse systems can be deployed more quickly than
major infrastructure like desalination plants, provide reliable supply through existing
systems, and reduce pressure on existing water sources.

Additionally, we recommend water loss mitigation projects to be included in the types of
projects eligible for the NWSTF. This will help recognize that preventing water loss through
infrastructure repair and leaky pipes effectively creates "new" water by preserving existing
supply. The nearly 32 billion gallons of water lost annually in Houston alone represents a
massive opportunity to preserve our water supply through more efficient management of
existing resources.

We appreciate that the HIR 7 enabling legislation for HB 16 does not mandate a 80%
minimum be allocated to the NWSTF. This flexibility is important for allowing the TWDB to
respond to the diverse and evolving water challenges across our state.

We commend the comprehensive water access assessment provisions in Section 3.1 to
establish a framework for evaluating water utilities across Texas. This assessment will
provide valuable data to inform future water infrastructure investments based on a
needs-based evaluation that considers multiple factors, including infrastructure condition,


https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2025/03/20/more-than-30-billion-gallons-of-houston-water-wasted-from-leaks-across-the-city/

water availability, water quality, service affordability, and utility capacity. This will create a
data-driven process to direct resources where they are most urgently needed.

We also commend the inclusion of wastewater projects as eligible under the TWF, as
wastewater systems play an effective role in water management.

Integrating the Flood Infrastructure Fund and the economically distressed areas programs
into TWF offers the potential for efficient allocation of funding and resources. Project
selection for the programs under TWF should prioritize multi-benefit projects that combine
enhanced water supply, flood mitigation, and water system improvements, beyond others.
This integrated approach would maximize TWF’s return on investment, provide flexibility in
funding, and address multiple water-related issues, while maintaining the integral functions
of these existing programs. We also recommend the establishment of minimum funding
thresholds for each eligible program under TWF to ensure resources are not spread too thin
across these critical programs.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please contact Guadalupe Fernandez
at guadalupe@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org or Usman Mahmood at
usman@bayoucitywaterkeeper.org with any questions.
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