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Good afternoon, my name is Guadalupe Fernandez and | represent Bayou City Waterkeeper.
We understand and support the Planning Department's goal of improving efficiency in permitting
and planning processes. However, we want to emphasize that this pursuit of efficiency must not
come at the expense of thorough and robust reviews, particularly concerning environmental
impacts and flood mitigation

Houston's history underscores the importance of responsible development. Streamlined
processes must maintain rigorous scrutiny of environmental impacts on our bayous and green
spaces, and prioritize thorough flood risk assessment and mitigation, in partnership with HPW
and other relevant departments.

Crucially, we emphasize the vital role of the Planning Department's GIS mapping. These
resources guide critical safety, flood management, and environmental impact decisions across
city departments. Continued investment in accurate and accessible GIS is essential. To the
previous point around Truck Route maps made by the council members earlier. This speaks to
Transparency & Equity: Houston's Decisions around planning must be open and fair for all -
Decisions regarding development projects and plans must involve transparent and accessible
communication and ensure equitable outcomes for all Houstonians, especially the most
vulnerable communities and populations in our city.

We urge the department to ensure that efficiency measures include safeguards and adequate
resources to uphold the integrity of these vital reviews, supported by robust GIS data.
Thoroughness and efficiency can coexist with thoughtful planning. We look forward to
collaborating on a more efficient and responsible permitting process for Houston.



