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POLICY AND LEGAL ADVOCACY

Clean Water Act and Legal Precedents

The Clean Water Act (CWA) plays a vital role in wetland protection. The recent Sackett v. EPA ruling
redefined CWA protections, limiting them to wetlands with direct surface connections to navigable
waters, excluding many previously protected areas.

Sackett v. EPA - Reduced Wetland Protections

What's at Stake

Wetlands near navigable waters were previously
protected, even if separated by barriers. The
Sackett case limited protection to only those with a
direct surface connection.

Before Sackett Decision

Court Decission
In 2023, the Supreme Court ruled that only
wetlands Wl-th direct connections to nawggble Wetlands near navigable waters
waters qualify for Clean Water Act protections. were protected, even if separated
by natural barriers.

After Sackett Decision
Consequesnces B e

This exclusion leaves many wetlands unprotected,
increasing risks to biodiversity and flood control.

Impact on Conservation

Many wetlands now lack federal protection,
increasing risks to clean water, flood control, and
local wildlife. Community and state efforts are
essential to safeguard these areas.

Only wetlands with a direct
surface connection to navigable
waters are protected.

State and Local Regulations

State standards can play a crucial role in wetland protection, especially through zoning and planning.
Community members can influence these decisions by attending public meetings, advocating for
protections, and voicing concerns about local development projects
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State and Local Regulations

Community Role Zoning and Development

Texas standards for water quality and conservation often influence zoning meetings. Community
members can attend public meetings to provide testimony, engage with officials, and mobilize local
support.

Steps for Community Engagement in Zoning Decisions

Development Public notice Community Decision made:
proposal submitted, issued and meeting feedback and approve, modify, or

possibly impacting scheduled. testimony on deny based on
wetlands. wetland impacts. feedback.

Public Comment and Stakeholder Engagement

Purpose Identify Specific Impacts

Comment letters allow community
members to formally express
support or concerns on projects
impacting wetlands.

Describe how the project might affect water
quality, flood risks, or local wildlife.

Provide Supporting Data
Include statistics, studies, or personal

o observations to strengthen your points.
How to Participate

Monitor public notices, submit
comments online, or attend public
hearings to make your voice heard.

Suggest Practical Changes
Offer realistic alternatives or adjustments that
could mitigate harm.

Stay Respectful and Concise
Professional, to-the-point comments are more
impactful.
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LAND PRESERVATION AND
CONSERVATION STRATEGIES

Importance of Land Preservation

Land preservation is essential to safeguard wetlands and natural habitats, providing critical
ecosystem services like flood control, water purification, and wildlife habitat. Preserving land helps
create resilient communities and maintain biodiversity.

Why It Matters
e Protects Biodiversity and prevents habitat fragmentation

e Supports sustainable land use and climate resilience.
¢ Reduces flood risk and protects water quality

Case Study: Taylor Bayou Land Conservancy

Location

La Porte, TX

Threat

106 acres threatened by Beazer Homes
bypassing Clean Water Act.

Community Action

Recognizing the area's ecological importance,
local residents organized to prevent the
development.

Conservation Strategy

Key Outcomes

Wetland Preservation
Legal and community-led efforts led to the
acquisition of 106 acres for conservation.

Partnership with GBF

The community collaborated with the
Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) to raise funds
and facilitate the purchase of the land.
Empowerment
Land Acquisition

Through joint efforts, GBF and the community
secured the land to ensure its protection as a
conservation area.

The project fostered a sense of local
ownership and advocacy, inspiring ongoing
preservation efforts.
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Conservation Tools and Resources for Land
Preservation

Land Trusts

Nonprofit organizations work with landowners to conserve land through
ownership or management.

Ex. The Galveston Bay Foundation collaborates with landowners to preserve
vital coastal habitats.

Conservation Easements

Legally binding agreements that permanently limit land use to protect its
conservation value.

Ex. Local landowners place easements on wetlands, ensuring these areas are
protected from future development.

Tax Incentives

Tax benefits for landowners who donate land or establish conservation
easements.

Ex. Landowners receive tax deductions for designating areas as protected
wetlands.

Mitigation Bank

Legally binding agreements that permanently limit land use to protect its
conservation value.

Ex. Allows developers to fund conservation in one area to offset impacts in
another due to Urban Expansion.

Conservation Tools and Community Involvement

Through tools like land trusts, easements, tax incentives, and mitigation banks, communities have
the power to protect natural spaces and preserve biodiversity. These strategies provide practical
paths for individuals and groups to make a meaningful impact, safeguarding ecosystems and
resources for future generations.
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GREEN STORMWATER
INFRASTRUCTURE (GSI)

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) offers effective ways to manage stormwater in urban areas
by capturing and filtering rainwater at its source. These practices can reduce flooding, improve
water quality, and create green spaces that benefit both people and wildlife. Below are some GSI
strategies and wetland plants that can help identify and maintain healthy water systems in your

community.

GSI Practices to Preserve Wetlands

Rain Gardens

Capture and absorb
rainwater to reduce runoff
and support native plants.

Green Roofs

Vegetated roofs that
absorb rainwater, insulate
buildings, and support
habitat.
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Bioswales

Vegetated ditches that
slow and filter stormwater
along roadsides.

Rainwater Harvesting

Collects rainwater for
reuse, lowering demand on
water resources.

Permeable Pavements

"r , W ‘r‘

Pavements that let
rainwater seep through,
reducing surface runoff.

Constructed Wetlands

Man-made wetlands that
naturally filter water and
support wildlife.




Benefits of Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)

Flood Mitigation

Reduces stormwater runoff,
lowering flood risks in
urban and suburban areas.

Habitat Creation

Supports native wildlife by
creating natural habitats
within urban environments.

Community Well-being

Creates green spaces that
enhance mental well-being
and recreational
opportunities for residents.

Improved Water Quality

Reduces stormwater runoff,
lowering flood risks in
urban and suburban areas.

Urban Cooling

Helps cool cities by
reducing the heat island
effect with vegetation and
green roofs.

Cost Savings

Reduces infrastructure
costs by decreasing the
need for traditional
stormwater systems.

Empowering Communities for Sustainable Futures

Through GSI practices like rain gardens, bioswales, and green roofs, communities can play an
active role in preserving wetlands and enhancing urban resilience.

By utilizing these tools, individuals and neighborhoods help protect natural habitats, improve
water quality, reduce flooding, and create green spaces that benefit both people and wildlife.

Together, these efforts contribute to a more sustainable and vibrant environment for future

generations.
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